A “fixture library” (also known variously as a “Fixture Personality”,
“Fixture Template” etc) contains information for the lighting console
about the features in a moving light, so the individual controls on the
console are mapped to the correct DMX channels in the light.

As new automated fixtures are released almost daily the demand to
keep updating these files is increasing.

What are Fixture Libraries?

Lighting consoles communicate with moving lights using DMX channels,
where each channel will control part of the moving light. Different moving
lights use different channels to control their parts - compare a VL2000 Spot to
a VL2000 Wash in the tables below:

In the JANDS product range these include:
* Vista
 Event 416 & Event 408
* Hog 1000 & Hog 500

» Legacy products:
Echelon 1K, Jandshog 600, Jandshog 500 & Jandshog 250

In the ETC range, consoles using fixture libraries include:
» Eos&lon
¢ Congo & Congo Jr
e Smartfade ML
« Expression, Express & Emphasis
» Legacy products: Obsession and Obsession Il

If the fixture | am using is not included in the on-board
library in my console, how can | create a new library
file?

What Consoles use Fixture Libraries?

Function DMX Channel
- Function DMX Channel
Intensity 1 -
Pan 7 Dimmer 1
Tilt 4-5 Pan 2-3
Fixed Gobo 6 Tilt 4-5
Color 7 Blue 6
Iris g Amber T
Edge a Magenta 8
Strobe 10 Color Wheel 9
Zoom 11 Diffusion 10
Rot Wheel 12 Strobe 11
Gobo Index 13 Control 12
Control 14

Nearly all lighting control consoles with a dedicated moving light control
section utilise fixture libraries to make patching and control of moving lights

easier.

The detailed answer to this question differs depending on the console you
are using.

Some consoles have the ability to create new fixture libraries from an on-
board or PC based editor, while for others it is a matter of downloading them
from the manufacturer’s website and pasting them into your existing library
files.

Some newer consoles such as the JANDS VISTA range use libraries in a
different way whereby colour, beam and position information is stored as
generic values rather than DMX information. In these cases the library acts
more like a driver such as the printer drivers you use on your PC that interpret
this generic information and apply it to each individual fixture in a way that
will produce the same result no matter which fixture is used.

Due to the complexity of these files, the only way to source these libraries is
by contacting the support team for that product, and provide them with the
DMX mapping information for the fixture you wish to use. They will then
generate the relevant files for you.

Set out below is the procedure for each of the consoles in the JANDS and
ETC ranges:
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ETC Fixture Libraries

ETC call their fixture libraries “Personalities” in Express/Expression and
“Templates” in Congo consoles.

New libraries for the Eos, lon, Congo, Congo Jr & Smartfade ML can be
created directly in the console!

Express & Expression personalities can be downloaded from
www.etcconnect.com. Click on Products > Controls and select the
Express or Expression from the list. In the product page is a link to
Downloads.

From there you can either download pre-made personalities or download
the Express/Expression Offline application, which includes a Personality
Editor.
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Expression / Insight Personalities - AC Lighting - Unverified Englizh (US) 3Kb
Expression / Insight Personalities - City Theatrical - Unwerified English (US} SKb
Expression / Ingight Personalities - Clay Paky - Unverified Englizh (US}) BKb
Expression / Insight Personalties - Clay Paky - Werified English (US} SKb
Expression / Insight Perzonalities - Coemar - Unverified Englizh (US) 3Kb
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Expression / Ingight Personalities - Cooclux - VWerified Englizh (US}) 3Kb
Expression / Insight Personalities - ETC - Werifisd English (US} 1Kk
Expression / Insight Personalities - Elation - Unwverified Englizh (US) 3Kb
Expression / Insight Personalities - High End - Unwerified English (US) SKb
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